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VOLUNTEERS, CONSCRIPTION AND TRIBUNALS 

 

Contained in this document is more information about: 

 

Volunteers from Halberton  

Transcripts of press articles 1914, 1915 and 1916 (pages 2 – 3) 

Appeal Tribunals relating to Halbertonians  

Transcripts of press articles 1916 – 1918 (pages 4 - 5) 
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HALBERTON VOLUNTEERS 

1914 

... A public recruiting meeting (was held) at Halberton National School on Monday evening... Mr G. 

Q. Pedlar presided and spoke of the need for more men to bring this terrible war to a successful 

issue.  

Mr T. Lovett, who has taken a very keen interest recruiting in the district, addressed the meeting. He 

mentioned that 28 recruits had already gone from Halberton and several other young villagers had 

failed to pass the medical test. There was great need for more men. The position was a desperate 

one therefore it is for all to see what they could do to send more men of a suitable age. The call was 

not only from our leaders, but from the battlefield; from the very trenches, from our brothers who 

were fighting and dying in France and Belgium. He appealed to all eligible young men to come 

forward as free men and offer themselves, and not wait to be pressed. There were men the outlying 

part of the parish who, he thought, could come forward; those who had already joined were mostly 

from the village. Our responsibility was great. The objective must be Berlin.  

A patriotic song by Mr. S. Jennings, was then given, entitled “Your King and Country need you", all 

joining heartily in the chorus. 

Mr. Jones, who next spoke, said the atrocities inflicted on the Belgians would be followed here if the 

Germans had the chance, as they hated the English. He thought the struggle would be a long one. 

The Germans, he considered, had been preparing for the war for 40 years and behind the Rhine 

there would probably be found guns and defences such the world had never heard of. We were not 

fighting a war of aggression but for the defence of our country and our homes. Our Colonies had 

shown their patriotism in a practical way.  Referring to Turkey entering the fray the speaker said 

Turkey ought to have been kicked out of Europe long ago but it was now committing suicide. Mr. 

Jones made a strong appeal to voting men to join the Colours. 

 Mr Chas Smith then rendered the song “Tommy Atkins." 

Captain Izat R.N. afterwards proposed a resolution favour of active steps being taken for the 

enrolment of recruits. He said he had always been an advocate for general service. All ought to know 

the way to shoot a rifle and to have a rifle in their house. There ought to be an organisation for 

defence purposes. Mr. P. J. Gregory seconded, and the resolution was carried unanimously.  

At the close the following offered themselves as new recruits- J. Richards, Thos. Richards, W. 

Ridgeway, Chas Pearce, F. Veale, WJ Blake and F. Clapp. They were taken to Tiverton the following 

morning but owing to the stringent standards laid down by the authorities only three were accepted.   

Western Times 11.12.1914 

 

 

 



3 
 

1915 

Members of the Halberton Athletics Association have responded well to the call from their country 

and sixteen are at present in the army. Eight others volunteered but were medically unfit. 

Devon and Somerset News 21st January 2015 

In November 1915, several recruits enlisted. Mr William Andrews, tailor, and Mr William Bowermen 

driver, have left home for Gosport having joined the Royal Garrison Artillery.  

Tiverton Gazette - November 1915 

Mr Joseph Hucker of Neddicott Cottages enlisted in the Devons, as has Mr Walter Stoneman.  

Tiverton Gazette - November 1915 

Mr W Smith, son of Mr W Smith of Dewdney’s Cottages enlisted in the royal Marines, where he had 

an elder brother who was at the Dardanelles.  

Tiverton Gazette - November 1915 

Another Halbertonian has joined the Forces in the person of Mr. Sam Manley, who has entered the 
Navy.  

Western Times - Friday 03 December 1915  

 

1916 

After being rejected twice, Mr. E. Smith, of Crosspark, Halberton, has succeeded joining up. He has 

two brothers already serving.  

Western Times - Friday 11 August 1916 

There were new recruits from the village in 1916, Mr J Salter of The Pleaces, and Mr F Bowerman 

from Ivy House.  

Tiverton Gazette  
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APPEAL TRIBUNALS  

 

1916 

A REFERENCE TO NEIGHBOURS 

Mr Cox, farmer, Cruwys Morchard, asked for further extension for his carter, Charles Ayre, 19 years 

of age, passed for general service as he was the only help he had. The Tribunal decided that he must 

go. Mr Cox said no doubt Ayre was the sort of young man who was wanted, but he thought it hard 

he should be left with no one, whereas on farms close by him there were four able-bodied men and 

three able-bodied men and two invalids who were able to do a lot of work. Sir Ian Amory said they 

were sorry to hear it but it was a matter over which they had no control. He thought the Army 

authority had a scheme for returning some men who were unfit for active service to the land and he 

asked Lieutenant Stirling to see if some consideration could be given to Mr Cox. 

Devon Appeal Tribunal, Devon and Somerset News 07/09/1916 

In an adjourned case to ascertain what his mothers allowance would be Alfred Melluish, a mechanic 

of Halberton, was granted exemption until 31st March 1917 because the allowance was 17s 6d per 

week. He earned £2 per week and he gave his mother all his earnings. 

Devon and Somerset News November 30th 1916  

 

1916  

TIVERTON RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL AND THEIR ROAD MEN 

Mr A J Mildon, surveyor to Tiverton Rural Council, applied for a further extension for Frank Hogg, 

roadman. He said he only had 12 men to work 75 miles of main road and over 400 miles of other 

roads. This man, he claimed, was in a reserved occupation as he was employed as a quarryman. The 

local Tribunal had refused the application. Lieutenant Stirling and the local Tribunal is very much the 

same as the rural council. Mr Milden said they were, and were, therefore harder on him than they 

would be otherwise. 

Lieutenant Stirling – Don’t you think you should have gone to some other Tribunal? Mr Mildon – yes, 

for I should have got better treatment. The Chairman said they could go against the decision of the 

man’s own employer. Mr Milden said I’m afraid they don’t take enough interest in their own men. I 

have to keep up the roads and take an interest in the work but I do not think the local Tribunal backs 

me up. That is why I came here. The Chairman said Mr Milden had put his case very well but they 

could not alter the decision. Mr Mildon; can I appeal to the Central Authority? The Chairman said 

there could be no appeal to the central but Mr Mildon might go to the Road Board on the point as to 

whether the man was a quarryman. 

Recruiting Queries Devon and Somerset News 25/11/1916 
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1917 

At the Exeter Appeal Tribunal Friday, the case of William C Chidgey, baker and provision merchant, 

Halberton had been adjourned to see if any cooperation could be arrived at between local people in 

the same line of business. There was one other baker at Halberton who had attempted to enlist, 

three times, but was sent back owing to heart and chest trouble. There was another who was in a 

low category who was carrying on business at Sampford Peverell where Mr. Chidgey also had a 

second business. Appellant stated they had tried, but failed, to come to an arrangement for co-

operation. His business did not overlap. The district he served was largely composed of agricultural 

labourers, who now required more bread than before, because they had no potatoes and 

necessaries were so dear. The Tribunal regretted they could not grant exemption, but appellant was 

not to be available before May 31st.  

Western Times - Friday 04 May 1917  

The following were among the decisions made at the Devon Appeal Tribunal (Exeter Panel) on 

Friday...  T.Williams, Halberton, roadman in the employ of the Tiverton Rural Council; military appeal 

allowed. 

Western Times - Friday 26 October 1917  

1918 

Market Gardener Albert E Bellamy, 18 and single, had his appeal refused. He was employed by 

William Bellamy of Halberton and argued he should be exempted military service because he took 

Mr Bellamy’s produce to Tiverton market one a week and had planted ten bags of seed potatoes. 

Devon and Somerset News 16/05/1918 

James Hodge, 42, a Grade 2 carpenter had his appeal allowed after several previous adjournments. 

Devon and Somerset News 08/8/1918 

 


